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seem to be so surprisingly near at hand. Nor can material help, such as food, 
shelter, clothing, and what not, altogether effect or even change the moral status of 
a man's life. Thousands whose material wants are amply provided for revel in sin 
and corruption, and the dreadful orgy where vice holds carnival reels and swaggers 
in the palaces where amid gilded refinements and dazzling splendor the so-called 
better classes disport themselves. It is true that when a man is starving or naked, 
bread and clothing are the things which will satisfy his most immediate wants, and 
not prayers or sermons. To supply such wants is easy enough, but to so arouse or 
kindle into a flame of fortitude and manliness, the diseased conscience and the per- 
verted judgment, to so operate upon the will as to make the man able to not only 
choose but do the right, is the great and radical difficulty which is not so easily 
overcome. Psychology and medicine seem to have no remedy to offer, while re- 
ligion for these many years has simply touched the hem of the garment — while the 
abandoned classes have seemingly multiplied on our hands. 

In concluding these remarks we cannot forbear to express our regret that the 
real author of the book has given it over to "General" Booth and allowed him not 
only the credit of authorship, but most likely also the privilege of mixing up a 
scheme of social reform with the politics of the Salvation Army. The book was 
' ' boomed " in this way, but we fear that it will at the same time be doomed in this way. 
The Salvation Army and its founder have reaped much undeserved praise. ' ' Gen- 
eral" Booth has received incredible sums from enthusiasts to support the scheme, 
and these sums have to a great extent been used to advertise it. It appears to us 
that "General" Booth has contracted a debt which he will be unable to pay. The 
better situated classes of society do not lack in sympathy for their wretched fellow- 
men, and it sets us thinking, how strong human sentimentality must be that the 
propagation of the mere idea of curing the evils of mankind proposed in this book 
as feasible with the aid of one million pounds furnishes ample means to a religious 
enthusiast whose method of salvation is rather noisy than thorough, representing a 
kind of barbarous relapse and only adapted to the lowest and most uneducated 
classes. We should know that sentimentality cannot save. Sentiment and sym- 
pathy are good things, but unless they are backed by a cold consideration of fact 
and rational foresight, they are worse than useless. 

It will be wise to consider the propositions made in "In Darkest England" 
without taking into consideration the r61e to be played in the scheme by the Salva- 
tion Army. But while the reader may be just enough to consider the plan of social 
reform on its own merits^ ' ' General " Booth is in possession of the funds and will be 
the general manager of the experiment. Tk. 

Plankton-Studien. Vergleichende Untersuchungen ueber die Bedeutung und Zu- 
sammensetzung der pelagischen Fauna und Flora. By Ernst Haeckel. Jena : 
Gustav Fischer. 

The first systematic studies of the innumerable organisms which almost every- 
where drift about in the ocean, were made by Professor Johannes Miiller who 
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some forty years ago made excursions in the North Sea. Haeckel, then a student 
twenty years old, accompanied him on one of these excursions to Heligoland. 
Since then these investigations have been conducted on a larger scale The English 
vessel "Challenger" cruised in different oceans for no less than forty months, 
and the results of this great undertaking were published by John Murray in the 
"Voyage of H. M. S. Challenger" — a voluminous work consisting of eighty-two 
zo-ological reports, to which Professor Haeckel also has contributed his ' ' Report on 
the Deep-Sea Keratosa." The German government sent out the German cruiser 
"National" on the same errand. The scientists of the expedition were Hensen, 
Brandt, Dahl, Schiitt, Fischer, Kriimrnel. They were at sea altogether ninety-three 
days making a circuitous trip on the Atlantic ocean, touching at the Bermudas, Bra- 
zil, and the Azores. The results of the expedition, published in reports by Hensen, 
Brandt, Du Bois-Reymond, and Kriimmel, were considered as very satisfactory and 
received the unreserved applause of the German press. Professor Haeckel is of a 
different opinion. He considers the reports as standing in flat contradiction to 
former valuable observations, especially to those of the English "Challenger" and 
the Italian "Vettor Pisani " expeditions. Hensen's results rest upon a weak sup- 
position and contain wrong generalisations ; even his method is, according to 
Haeckel, entirely useless, giving a wrong presentation of the problems of pelagic 
biology. 

The word "plancton" was introduced by Hensen. Haeckel adopts it be- 
cause he considers the Greek term preferable to Johannes Miiller's Auftrieb or 
pelagic Mulder (the latter has been adopted also by English, French, and Italian 
planctologists). By plancton (vtayKriv), derived from Tv/M r u, to roam about, is 
understood the drifting micro-organisms of the sea. 

Professor Haeckel in the present volume not only corrects Professor Hensen's 
errors, but also gives a report of his own observations. Not the least valuable 
part of the brochure is the exact terminology which Professor Haeckel proposes in 
order to escape the confusion necessarily resulting from a looseness of terms, k. 

Die allgemeine Weltanschauung in ihrer historischen Entwickelung. 

Charakterbilder aus der Geschichte der Naturwissenschaften. By Cants Sterne. 

Mit zahlreichen Portrats und Textabbildungen. Stuttgart : Otto Weisert. 

Dr. Ernst Krause, better known by the nam de plume of "Carus Sterne, " 
has here undertaken to present the modern world-conception as contrasted with the 
olden one. We have scarcely ever met with a book that contains in so popular a 
form all the noteworthy facts of the great progress that has been achieved in sci- 
ence since the time of Copernicus. The results of the evolution-theory are gen- 
erally known, but the road and the stations of the road on which science has reached 
its present position, now almost universally recognised among men, are almost 
forgotten. No one perhaps is better able to tell us of this great struggle for truth 
than the enthusiastic disciple of Darwin, Carus Sterne. Carus Sterne and his friend 



